
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C .  

PUBLIC HEARING -- February 2 1 ,  1973 

~ p p l i c a t i o n  No. 11274 Francis H. caskin & Susan M. Caskin, appellant 

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE D I S T R I C T  O F  COLUMBIA, appellee 

On motion duly made, seconded and carr ied by a  vote of 3-0, 
the following Order of the Board was entered a t  the meeting of 
March 2 0 ,  1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- April 11, 1973 

ORDERED : 

That the applicat ion for  permission for  a  variance from Section 
3305.1 for  south s ide  yard requirements of the R-1-B D i s t r i c t  fo r  
ex is t ing  dwelling a t  7416-48th S t r ee t ,  N.W., Lot 34, Square 1493, 
be GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subject property i s  located in  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  which i s  
defined by the Zoning Regulations as  an area of s ingle  family detached 
dwellings; high density. 

2. A t  the present time the subject property is being used t o  
accommodate a  s ingle  family dwelling; i t  i s  the appl ican t ' s  proposal 
t o  add an ups ta i r s  bedroom with a  sun porch below. 

3. It  is the appl ican t ' s  contention tha t  without the requested 
permission t o  add t o  the ex is t ing  s t ruc ture  i t  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  an undue 
hardship; the family includes three growing boys, two of whom are 
current ly  sharing one crowded room. The only a l te rna t ive ,  i f  i n  f a c t  
t h i s  variance area were denied, is t o  move. This a l te rna t ive  i s  un- 
acceptable t o  applicant.  

4. The proposed addition w i l l  measure twelve f e e t  in  the r ea r ,  
i t  a l igns  with the ex is t ing  s t ruc ture  so tha t  the new rear  elevation 
re ta ins  bas i ca l ly  the form and fenest ra t ion of the ex is t ing  elevation.  
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5 ,  The f i l e  cont 
and a neighbor. 

a ins  l e t t e r s  in  support from th e a rch i tec t  

6 ,  No opposition against the applicat ion herein was voiced 
a t  the public hearing, nor were any l e t t e r s  i n  opposition submitted 
t o  the f i l e  fo r  the Board's consideration. 

O P I N I O N :  

The Board has reviewed the whole record submitted i n  the 
applicat ion herein  and i s  of the opinion tha t  su f f i c i en t  reasons 
have been demonstrated tha t  e n t i t l e  applicant t o  the requested 
r e l i e f .  

The Caskin residence is  one of the few remaining  re-Civil 
War Farm houses remaining in  the immediate area and we are  es- 
pecia l ly  pleased tha t  considerable care and e f f o r t  t o  maintain 
tha t  epoch's cha rac t e r i s t i c s  have not been neglected. 

Pursuant t o  the recent case of Palmer v. Board of Zoninq 
Adjustment, the Board is  obliged t o  f ind  tha t  evidence of hard- 
ship or  p rac t i ca l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i f  the variance were not 
granted t o  applicant.  We have determined t h a t  the owner has no 
reasonable a l te rna t ive  bu t  t o  expand h i s  s t ruc ture  i n  the way which 
he has presented t o  us. 

We approve of appl ican t ' s  intentions and again a re  well s a t i s -  
f i ed  tha t  the standards s e t  fo r th  i n  Palmer have been met. 

We are  of the opinion tha t  the appellant has proved a hard- 
ship within the meaning of the variance clause of the Zoning Regu- 
l a t ions  in  peculiar  and exceptional p rac t i ca l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and 
undue hardship upon the owner. 

Further,  we hold tha t  the requested r e l i e f  can be granted 
without subs tan t ia l  detriment to  the public good and without substan- 
t i a l l y  impairing the in t en t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the zone plan 
a s  embodied i n  the Zoning Regulations and Map, 
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BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

L, .#AW By:  
G E O R ~  A. GROGAN / / 

d' 

Secretary of the B o a r d  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPmNT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


